
 
 

 
 

 

 

Sharing Grounds and Building Bridges: Higher Education and Urban Spaces in 

Dialogue 

 

Monday, 29. September 2025 (OsloMet Campus) 

Pilestredet 46, Clara Holst hus, 3rd floor, Room PA329 (https://link.mazemap.com/pfbURi0a) 

 

 

 

 

9:00 Arrival and Welcome 

10:00  Introduction GCTE – Q&A 

10:30 Campus OsloMet – Getting to know each other and OsloMet cam-
pus 
 

12:00 Lunch Break 
(Building P52, Cafeteria, self-financed) 

(https://link.mazemap.com/JRAwQEjr) 

 

13:30 Santoshi Halder (UC, India) 
Educational Transformation for a Sustainable, Inclusive, Equitable, 
Society 

14:30 Break 

15:00 Jessica Hawkins (UNCC, USA) 
Where We Learn Together: Place-Making and Partnership in Out-
door Learning 

17:00 Oslo Walk (optional): Akershus fortress, Oslo harbour 

18:00 Dinner at Vippa (optional, self-financed) 

https://link.mazemap.com/pfbURi0a
https://link.mazemap.com/JRAwQEjr


 
 

 
 

 

 

Tuesday, 30. September 2025 (Holmlia Project day) 

8:45 Meeting Point in front of the Nationaltheatret via 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/CFp5CrSr93VMVLiD7   

9:00 Train from Nationaltheatret-Station to Holmlia 

9:30  Holmlia Campus Presentation 
 

11:00 Petter Øyan (OsloMet, Norway) & Jesper Heidemann Langhoff 
(UCC, Denmark) 
Practical Design Thinking in Education: We Give You the Opportunity 
to Perform 
 
 
Hands-on Workshop (Lunch Break included, project-financed) 

15:00 
 

Round Table: Reflection and debrief 

16:00 Optional  
Watching the sunset at Holmenkollen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/CFp5CrSr93VMVLiD7


 
 

 
 

 

 

Wednesday, 01. October 2025 (Deichman Library Bjørvika & Oslomet Campus) 

8:45 Meeting point: Tøyen Torg via https://maps.app.goo.gl/r4kGhbY-
gaxzUHiqRA  

9:00 Biblo Tøyen 

10:30  Joint walk/T-bane to Deichman  

11:00 Exploring Deichman  

12:30 Walk to campus  
and Lunch Break (self-financed) 

13:30 Optional: Visit the OsloMet Makerspace 

 
Pilestredet 46, Clara Holst hus, 3rd floor, Room PA329 (https://link.ma-

zemap.com/pfbURi0a) 
 

14:30 Jennifer Merry & Kristin Sinclair (UNCC, USA) 
Linking Literacy and Community: A Research-Informed Approach to 
Inclusive Urban Education 
 

15:30  Break 

15:45 Ginaya Littlejohn (UNCC, USA) 
Eureka! Unveiling The "E" in STEM: Black Girls Developing Their En-
gineering Identity  
 

17:00 Optional  
Sognsvann: Forest Walk to visit Oslo’s geographical centre 

 

 

 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/r4kGhbYgaxzUHiqRA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/r4kGhbYgaxzUHiqRA
https://link.mazemap.com/pfbURi0a
https://link.mazemap.com/pfbURi0a


 
 

 
 

 

 

Thursday, 02. October 2025 (OsloMet) at PA329 for the whole day 

9:00 Nombuso Dlamini, Cynthia Kwakyewah & Sonia Lewis (YU, Can-
ada) 
Reimagining Canadian University Spaces through Resilience and 
Marginalized Narratives 
 

11:00 Coffee Break  

11:30 
 

GCTE-Project partners: Strategic Meeting  
Room PA329 (https://link.mazemap.com/pfbURi0a) 
 
Students: International group projects and reflection of the week 
Room PA311 
 

15:00  Student presentation: Reflection 

16:00 
 

Wrap up and Outlook on GCTE  

19:00  Joint Conference Dinner (project-financed) at Litteraturhuset via 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/3CNxr1p4Uowq6SmeA  

 

 

 

Friday, 03. October 2025 (Excursion day for „late-leavers“ and those interested) 

10:30 Meeting point: Nationaltheatret 
(https://link.mazemap.com/JRAwQEjr)  

 
Walk to Aker brygge 
 

11:00  Island hopping at Oslo shore (Island hopping in the Oslo Fjord) 
 
Please pack:  

• your own food and drinks for a picnic 
• warm clothes because it often gets quite windy 

• clothes according the weather (also suitable shoes for a 
small „hike“) 

https://link.mazemap.com/pfbURi0a
https://maps.app.goo.gl/3CNxr1p4Uowq6SmeA
https://link.mazemap.com/JRAwQEjr
https://www.visitoslo.com/en/product/?tlp=2981103&name=Inselhopping-im-Oslofjorden


 
 

 
 

 

 

Abstracts 

Monday, 29. September 2025 

Santoshi Halder, (UC, India): Educational Transformation for a Sustainable, Inclusive, 
Equitable, Society 
 
Human beings are biosocial beings and represent the highest level of development of all 
living organisms on Earth. Survival and inquisitiveness have been the most fundamental 
in humans. In our quest for survival, and overcoming the constraints of time and space we 
have come so far that we face a world today that is far different from our ancestors’ 
world.  
The World is at an inflection point bringing many societies to a point of crisis and opportu-
nities for co-existence. We are experiencing alarming challenges in societies as evidenced 
by various everyday local, national, and global happenings around us such as war, vio-
lence, mental health issues, unethical practices, compromising on quality and morality for 
individualistic gains and benefits, etc. Multiple reports (e.g., UNESCO’s Futures of Educa-
tion Report, November 2021) including evidence in grey literature prove that our existing 
system is failing to address the alarming challenges and crises faced by society and its 
people as reported in evidence-based literature. Many of the instances that we are experi-
encing in society strongly indicate the deteriorating quality of education. However, as hu-
mans, we have the potential to identify and understand the interlude, the ability and po-
tential to solve our problems, and the consciousness to change to ensure the future for 
ourselves and our planet.  
Education is a strong tool for transforming the world. The present crisis calls for an edu-
cational transformation. Hence, it is pertinent to reimagine and transform the existing ed-
ucation system; the way we learn, what we learn, and how we learn. The presenter will 
share some excerpts from her research findings and ongoing work. The aim is to prompt 
the thought processes for interactions and discourses beyond the boundaries of culture 
or countries to address some of the most pressing global challenges we are facing in the 
interconnected world. 
 
Main Highlights/ pertinent questions or Learning Objectives of the Presentation: 

• Are we preparing students for a meaningful future? 
• Are we going in the right direction? What is lacking? Where lies the gaps?  
• What are the appropriate strategies for the right direction and how do we go about 

it? 
• What is education? 
• What should be the goal of education for a sustainable, inclusive, equitable, and 

quality education for all? 
• Excerpts from the presenters ongoing Community engagement research works. 

https://en.unesco.org/futuresofeducation/
https://en.unesco.org/futuresofeducation/


 
 

 
 

Jessica Hawkins (UNCC, USA): Where We Learn Together: Place-Making and Partnership 
in Outdoor Learning 
 
There are ongoing concerns about the decline in outdoor engagement, particularly un-
structured play. The rise in standardized testing and the increased use of technology in 
schools have significantly impacted children’s ability to authentically connect with the 
outdoors, impacting their social, emotional, and physical growth. Strategic partnerships 
can help fill this gap, creating opportunities for outdoor learning that are meaningful and 
accessible. This presentation will outline a qualitative study that explored one U.S. school 
district’s development of an outdoor learning initiative in partnership with a local univer-
sity. Quest, an immersive outdoor experience, was intentionally designed to take place in 
a local space, unlike some outdoor programs that occur outside of students' local geogra-
phical and cultural communities. The qualitative study examined the perspectives of 5th-
grade teachers and district leaders who participated in Quest, aiming to understand the 
key factors that contribute to a positive experience and the perceived value of outdoor ex-
periences for students and teachers. Using a place-making lens, this presentation will ex-
plore how the site became a shared ground that fostered meaningful relationships, enga-
gement, and well-being. The study offers insight into how programs like Quest can bridge 
geographical, cultural, and educational divides while deepening students’ connections to 
their communities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Tuesday, 30. September 2025 

Petter Øyan (OsloMet, Norway) & Jesper Heidemann Langhoff (UCC, Denmark): Practical 
Design Thinking in Education: We Give You the Opportunity to Perform 
 
Practical Design Thinking in Education: We Give You the Opportunity to Perform 
This study introduces a didactical framework We Give You the Opportunity to Perform 
that combines community engagement and design thinking together with problem-based 
learning as an approach to transformative learning within the field of action-oriented Edu-
cation for Sustainable Development (ESD). 
The purpose of this study is to present a method that employs design thinking as a com-
mon process, enabling higher education students in teaching and dissemination to take 
responsibility and act locally, while at the same time working within a double didactical 
perspective. Within this framework, students are enabled to explore how disciplinary and 
cross-disciplinary knowledge can be connected to authentic challenges in local communi-
ties, doing good for others while contributing to the broader sustainable transition. 
The framework emphasizes community engagement as a means for learners to identify 
needs for decision-making and action in different projects. By collaborating with citizens 
and stakeholders on issues such as climate adaptation, urban development, or social in-
clusion in institutions, students are encouraged to critically reflect, take a stand, and act 
in ways that bridge their studies with lived experience. 
Design thinking provides the methodological backbone, both as a didactical strategy and 
as a practical mode of action. The iterative process of empathy, ideation, prototyping, and 
testing is enacted through excursions, fieldwork, and collaborative studies with commu-
nity partners. 
While the initial focus is on higher education students in teaching and dissemination, the 
method is not limited to these groups. The expected contribution is a method for higher 
education that fosters transformative learning by motivating and strengthening students’ 
capacity to engage as active citizens in shaping sustainable futures. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Wednesday, 01. October 2025 

Jennifer Merry & Kristin Sinclair (UNCC, USA): Linking Literacy and Community: A Rese-
arch-Informed Approach to Inclusive Urban Education 
 
There are ongoing concerns about the decline in outdoor engagement, particularly un-
structured play. The rise in standardized testing and the increased use of technology in 
schools have significantly impacted children’s ability to authentically connect with the 
outdoors, impacting their social, emotional, and physical growth. Strategic partnerships 
can help fill this gap, creating opportunities for outdoor learning that are meaningful and 
accessible. This presentation will outline a qualitative study that explored one U.S. school 
district’s development of an outdoor learning initiative in partnership with a local univer-
sity. Quest, an immersive outdoor experience, was intentionally designed to take place in 
a local space, unlike some outdoor programs that occur outside of students' local geogra-
phical and cultural communities. The qualitative study examined the perspectives of 5th-
grade teachers and district leaders who participated in Quest, aiming to understand the 
key factors that contribute to a positive experience and the perceived value of outdoor ex-
periences for students and teachers. Using a place-making lens, this presentation will ex-
plore how the site became a shared ground that fostered meaningful relationships, enga-
gement, and well-being. The study offers insight into how programs like Quest can bridge 
geographical, cultural, and educational divides while deepening students’ connections to 
their communities. 
 

Ginaya Littlejohn (UNCC, USA): Eureka! Unveiling The "E" in STEM: Black Girls Developing 
Their Engineering Identity 
 
Black girls and women remain critically underrepresented in engineering, comprising only 
1.3% of undergraduate engineering students, 1% of bachelor’s degrees awarded, and 0.6% 
of employed engineers (National Science Foundation, 2021). Eureka! Unveiling the ‘E’ in 
STEM: Black Girls Develop in Their Engineering Identity explores how Black girls 
construct, navigate, and sustain engineering identities across the STEM pipeline, while 
contending with systemic inequities. This presentation draws from applied initiatives that 
provide affirming and joyful spaces for identity development. These include, an NSF 
funded project re-envisioning STEM engagement with K–5 students,their caregivers and 
teachers as well as the launch of Eureka within a charter school context. Each initiative 
emphasizes early exposure to engineering, culturally responsive mentorship, and opportu-
nities for Black girls to explore STEM authentically within supportive communities. In cen-
tering Black girls’ narratives and engineering identity development, it uncovers barriers 
while also highlighting strategies to strengthen pathways and reimagine what it means 
for Black girls to thrive as engineers. 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Thursday, 02.October 2025 

Nombuso Dlamini, Cynthia Kwakyewah & Sonia Lewis (YU, Canada): Reimagining Cana-
dian University Spaces through Resilience and Marginalized Narratives 
 
In our presentation, we take seriously the notion of ‘sharing grounds’ with the aim to build 
bridges through dialogue. Sharing Grounds, imply sharing spaces, that is, sharing urban 
spaces, which higher education becomes part of. We foreground out talk with theories 
and experiences of space as presented in Dlamini and Stieinen (2022). Space is concep-
tualized as more than just a container in which we fill something; it is also an ‘active force 
that shapes human life’.  We see urban spaces as “vital” and “interpretative”- spaces that 
can be opened and sustained in one way or another through material or symbolic forms 
of protest and territorialization. Territorialization is a form of protest whereby citizens 
seek to either mark or transgress material or symbolic borders that allow their appropria-
tion of space in order to either open or limit the action of other actors (Silva 2016: 638f). 
We reveal how this process, transgressing borders, includes rendering invisible bodies 
visible (Sonia Lewis), and unheard voices audible and transformative in the public realm 
(Cynthia Kwakyewah); thus, giving collective meaning to individual experiences of injus-
tice.  
We conclude with an emphasis on social resilience. Although a concept that has been 
widely contested in literature, resilience is yet another way that subjects resist pedagogi-
cally (in higher education). We discuss resilience in ways that show that doing public ped-
agogy in the sense of making individual experiences of spatialized injustice public and 
turn them into a political issue that introduces “dissensus” contributes to foster social re-
silience.  This understanding of social resilience stands in stark contrast to the ecological 
understanding of the concept. This is because, instead of focusing on the capacity of 
adaption, it focusses on “the capacity to learn from past experiences and transform so-
cial, social-ecological or economic relations and institutions (Obrist et al 2010, quoted in 
Bollig, 2014: 264). This understanding includes an actor perspective, which “allows for 
further understanding into how resilience is generated differently by a range of actors” 
(Obrist et al 2010: 288 quoted in Bollig 2014: 265). From this perspective we also give an-
swers to how schooling contributes or not to social resilience. 
For Sonia Lewis, higher education is “a vital space for social transformation”. Rather than 
‘building bridges’ that may lead to an emerging glorious urban future, Lewis explores, how 
past experiences of discrimination and injustice, can be related to a resilient present, 
building consciousness of the relation between individually experienced injustice and in-
stitutional discrimination.  As such, Lewis examines the ideology of higher education, the 
university as accessible space—both physical and symbolic—and the ways in which Black 
women’s intersecting identities (race, gender, socioeconomic status) mediated their ac-
cess to, and experiences within these spaces (Hardaway et, al., 2019; O’Connor, 2002). 
Kwakyewah explores how universities are symbolic territories of injustice that perpetuate 
social and material injustice through corporatization of higher education, which 



 
 

 
 

compromises ways that students and educators understand and experience learning. 
Kwakyewah discusses that classrooms could open “an interpretative space” in higher ed-
ucation where “evocative questions” can emerge. Canadian higher education classrooms 
are being transformed from spaces of critical inquiry and transformative becoming, into 
spaces of “industrialized” learning. This shift has redefined students as customers and 
educators as service providers. Amidst these challenging changes, a pressing question 
emerges: how can educators rehumanize neo liberalized learning spaces? Kwakyewah 
concludes with reflections on possibilities for remaking market-driven classrooms into 
places of critical and life-long learning. 
 

 

 


