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Local community partners

From Shared Grounds to Collective Responsibility:
Reflecting on Shared Journeys and

Cultivating Sustainable Bonds

GCTE Summer Institute @BBU Cluj-Napoca

AGENDA



Sunday, 10.05
Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences, Room no. 19 (location here)

10:00 Arrival and Welcome

11:00 Introduction GCTE – Q&A
First thoughts: The Invisible Architecture of Collaboration

11:30 Campus UBB – Getting to know each other 

12:30 Lunch Break at Cafe del Mars (self-financed) - location

13:30
Presentation 
Jesper Heidemann-Langhoff (UoK) & Petter Øyan (OsloMet)
From Nature Connectedness to Community Engagement

14:30
Presentation 
Sydney Carroll & Quincy Dickens (UNCC)
Toward Healing-Centered Interventions

Break15:30

16:00
Presentation 
Bibbi Omtveit (OsloMet)
The Gap Between Legal Requirements and Practice

Break & transition to Feroviarilor Park - location17:00

Theatre Play: Beyond Oz ...18:00

Dinner at Cafe del Mars (optional, self-financed) - location20:00

https://maps.app.goo.gl/Pm9DFRnQdQ8D3HUm8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/sqzS5Vt1eNhSvCyY8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/mVoE3H3rDjxF8Fu99
https://maps.app.goo.gl/sqzS5Vt1eNhSvCyY8


Monday, 11.05
Cluj-Napoca Youth Center (location here)

09:30 Meeting Point at Youth Center

10:00
Presentation & Workshop
Bianca Mereuță (Founder of Signatura Publishing House)
How can a story build a community?

14:00 Lunch Break at Cafe del Mars (self-financed) - location

15:00
Presentation 
Anastasia Proctor (UNCC)
Auditing the Ecology of Teaching

16:00

Presentation
Presentors: Monica Tang, Sonia Lewis & Hilarius Kofi Kofinti (YU)
Moderator: Nombuso Dlamini (YU)
From Shared Grounds to Collective Responsibility:
Reflecting on Shared Journeys and Cultivating Sustainable Bonds

Cluj Community Walk
Tania Munteanu (local guide)17:00

Dinner at Cafe del Mars (optional, self-financed) - location18:00

transition to faculty

https://maps.app.goo.gl/c2QzDxL2mXeqiKTb8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/sqzS5Vt1eNhSvCyY8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/sqzS5Vt1eNhSvCyY8


Tuesday, 12.05
Zbor Hub Cluj (location here)

09:30 Meeting Point at Zbor Hub

09:45 Presentation Zbor Hub Cluj
Adrian Man (Community Manager Zbor Hub Cluj)

10:00
Presentation
Rudy Hawley (UNCC)
Project Harmony

11:00
Presentation 
Camilla Hegsbro (OsloMet)
Sustainability in the Norwegian Upper Secondary Education

12:00 Strategic Meeting: Focus Publication // Student assignment

Lunch Break at Cafe del Mars (self-financed) - location13:30

Presentation & Workshop Teach for Romania
Mara Niculescu & Andrada Pricope (Teach for Romania Cluj)15:00

Dinner at Cafe del Mars (optional, self-financed) - location18:00

https://maps.app.goo.gl/3o129hDsQhT9Stum8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/sqzS5Vt1eNhSvCyY8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/sqzS5Vt1eNhSvCyY8


Wednesday, 13.05
Zbor Hub Cluj (location here)

09:30 Meeting Point at Zbor Hub

10:00
Presentation
Abigail David (APU) & Erik John Byker (UNCC)
Mapping Childhood Geographies through Children's Theatre in India

11:00
GCTE Project partners: Strategic Meeting 
Students: International group projects and reflection of the
week (workshop)

12:30 Lunch Break at Cafe del Mars (self-financed) - location

Presentation
Madeline Grimes (UNCC)
This is my body, given for you

14:00

Break15:00

Presentation
Santoshi Halder (UC)
Social Enablement and Participatory Development of Marginalized
Community In the context of Media and Information Literacy

15:30

Student presentation: Reflection16:30

Wrap up and Outlook on GCTE17:00

18:30 Joint Conference Dinner at Cafe del Mars (project-financed)

transition to faculty

https://maps.app.goo.gl/3o129hDsQhT9Stum8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/sqzS5Vt1eNhSvCyY8


Thursday, 14.05
Excursion day (optional, self-financed)

We propose an optional day trip to Colțești, Rimetea (Alba County), a beautiful
area known for its traditional architecture and scenic landscapes. The plan
includes a light hiking experience and a local hungarian-style lunch.

The destination is located approximately 1.5–2 hours by car from Cluj-Napoca.
Participation will be organized based on interest: a sign-up form will be shared in
advance, and a separate group will be created for those who register. Further
details (costs, transport, schedule, coordination) will be arranged internally
depending on the number of participants.

Meals & Recommendations

For lunch, given the relatively short break (1–1.5 hours), we recommend Café del Mars, as
it is the closest and most convenient option. The team there will provide menu choices
in advance, allowing participants to pre-order meals, which will be served upon arrival,
helping us make the most of the limited time.

For dinner, we also recommend Café del Mars, where a variety of pre-set menus
(including vegetarian options) will be available. This offers a comfortable and reliable
option, while still allowing participants to order à la carte, as time is more flexible in the
evening.

Additionally, Café del Mars is a local business, and we are happy to support places that
contribute positively to the community.

For those who would like to explore other options, we recommend the following nearby
restaurants:

Restaurant Maimuța Plângătoare – modern Romanian & international fusion cuisine
(approx. 60–120 RON / 12–25 EUR / 13–27 USD per person) - location

Restaurant Roata – traditional Romanian cuisine, authentic local atmosphere (approx.
50–100 RON / 10–20 EUR / 11–22 USD per person) - location

Marty (Piața Muzeului) – international cuisine, casual dining (approx. 50–90 RON /
10–18 EUR / 11–20 USD per person) - location

Find more details here!

https://maps.app.goo.gl/Q8M4W2FtYbAR7UDL6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/FCGqenBtRkui5H146
https://maps.app.goo.gl/9i4AA9D9wV5NLeKQ8


Presentations Abstracts

Jesper Heidemann-Langhoff (UC) & Petter Øyan (OsloMet)
From Nature Connectedness to Community Engagement:
A Staged Model for Action Competence through Whole School Sustainability Education

This study presents a staged didactical model for sustainability education within a whole
school approach, conceptualizing learning as a progression from nature connectedness
to action competence and further to community engagement and cultural anchoring.
Developed through a place based and cross disciplinary intervention in Danish upper
secondary education, the model integrates outdoor learning, student initiatives, and
collaboration with local actors. It includes phases of sensory engagement with nature,
student-initiated action within the school as an intermediate arena, and extension to
community contexts through partnerships and entrepreneurship, culminating in cultural
anchoring and sustained collaboration. In this way, the study contributes a conceptual
framework that positions whole school sustainability education as a mediating layer
between nature connectedness and community engagement, framing action
competence as a staged process across individual, institutional, and societal levels.
Although presented as a staged progression, the model is not intended as a linear
sequence. The phases are interconnected and iterative, allowing movement across
phases as experiences inform and reshape ongoing processes. In this sense, the model
reflects a dynamic learning process in which nature connectedness, action competence,
and community engagement are continuously revisited and developed.

Sydney Carroll & Quincy Dickens (UNCC)
Toward Healing-Centered Interventions: A Pilot Study of Culturally Grounded and Embodied
Wellness for Women Educators in Urban Schools

This pilot study examines the potential impact of a culturally grounded wellness
intervention on burnout and retention among women educators in urban schools, with
particular attention to the experiences of Black women educators. Grounded in Burnout
Theory, Intersectionality, and Critical Race Feminism, the study conceptualizes burnout
as a structurally produced phenomenon shaped by overlapping systems of inequity
rather than an individual deficit. While existing research offers validated tools for
measuring burnout—such as the Maslach Burnout Inventory and the Areas of Worklife
Survey—there remains a critical gap in culturally responsive, holistic intervention models
to address these conditions.



To address this gap, the study introduces a Critical and Relevant Community Resilience-
Oriented Practice Systems (CR-CROPs)-informed intervention that integrates cognitive-
behavioral strategies, community-based care, and reflective, healing-centered practices
with embodied wellness approaches, including physical movement and somatic
regulation. Implemented across a 9-week structure, with a 9-week post-intervention
follow-up period, the intervention is designed to support educators’ emotional
regulation, physical well-being, and professional sustainability.

Using a mixed-methods, longitudinal design, the study combines quantitative measures
of burnout with qualitative data from focus groups, semi-structured interviews, and
weekly reflections to examine changes in educator well-being, instructional practice,
and retention intentions. This work contributes to emerging scholarship on educator
wellness by positioning culturally grounded, collective, and embodied care models as
critical to both educator retention and equity in urban education, and offers a
foundation for scalable, justice-oriented intervention frameworks.

Bibbi Omtveit (OsloMet)
The Gap Between Legal Requirements and Practice:
Class Size and Pupil-Teacher Ratio in Art and Crafts in Norwegian Compulsory Education

This PhD project examines how class size and pupil-teacher ratio shape teaching in Art
and crafts in Norwegian primary and lower secondary school. The subject combines
creative processes with hands-on work involving materials and tools, placing demands
on the organisation of teaching. The study draws on a mixed-methods approach
consisting of a document analysis, a survey completed by 910 teachers, and interviews
with 14 teachers. 

The analysis identifies a shift from nationally prescribed, numerical regulations of class
size to a discretionary legal requirement stating that teaching must be “safe and
educationally appropriate”. The findings show that class size shapes teachers’ planning
and instructional choices: large classes constrain the use of materials, tools, and
specialised workshop spaces, and reduce opportunities for exploratory and problem-
based learning. These constraints are linked to safety considerations, classroom
management, and limited time for individual guidance. 

The study further identifies a clear gap between teachers’ professional judgements and
the actual organisation of teaching. Teachers consider 10–15 pupils to be an appropriate
class size for the subject, yet often teach larger groups. This gap is managed through
adaptations that reshape both the content and the form of the subject. 



The study argues that open and discretionary forms of governance, lacking explicit
quality criteria, shift responsibility for educational adequacy to the teacher level. In
doing so, structural constraints related to class size remain unarticulated within the
governance system, despite their significant impact on teaching practice. This has
important implications for both the subject as experienced by pupils and teachers’
professional autonomy.

Anastasia Proctor (UNCC)
Auditing the Ecology of Teaching

This longitudinal study uses Bronfenbrenner’s Bioecological Model to examine teacher
self-efficacy within volatile chronopolitical contexts. Findings reveal that mastery is
structurally mediated by policy mandates , while relational affection serves as a vital
efficacy floor against burnout. By analyzing these proximal processes, the research
offers a framework for institutional audits , demonstrating that global teacher resilience
depends on protecting the ecological interactions from systemic stressors.

Kofinti Hilarius (YU)
Resistance to the Implementation of Comprehensive Sexuality Education in Ghana

In this talk I will highlight how language is manipulated to resist education policies.
Using a few language policy examples – I will show first the interconnections of language
policy advertisement to policy success (or failure). I then show how the success of policy
to its realization/enactment is often linked to public and media framing; that is, I discuss
how “bad” presentation of a good policy, can lead to public resistance and failure to pass,
and implement it.

My talk is based on analysis of a dataset of 120 articles comprising news reports, op-ed
pieces, and editorials to explore the discursive strategies employed in the Ghanaian
media to resist the implementation of comprehensive sexuality education (CSE). I
combine insights from critical policy analysis and critical discourse analysis to shed light
on how, through the media, individuals and groups other than curriculum experts
influence educational policies. I contend that resistance to CSE stemmed from the
discrepancy between the perceived values espoused by CSE and Ghanaian traditional
heteronormativity.

Resistance strategies utilized included sensational headlining, framing CSE as a covert
means to expose or acclimate students to LGBTQI+ lifestyles, framing CSE as a threat to
Ghanaian values, framing CSE as a foreign imposition, and threatening regime change.



Sonia Lewis (YU)
Measures of Success:
The inconsistency between institutional frameworks and Black female definitions of success

This talk will explore the inconsistency between institutional definitions of success and
the ways that Black female students conceptualize and pursue success in academic
spaces. I discuss how institutional definitions of “success” are often grounded in
standardized metrics, normative expectations and dominant cultural values that fail to
reflect and/or incorporate the lived experiences, realities, aspirations, and self‑defined
measures of success embraced by Black female students.

I present the tensions between imposed institutional standards and self-determined
success, revealing how institutional structures can obscure or undermine the forms of
brilliance that Black female students are capable of cultivating within positive academic
environments. I argue for a reimagining current metrics of success in favour of student-
defined meanings of success that acknowledge the complexity of Black female academic
experiences.

Monica Tang (YU)
Conversation Title: Barriers (and enhancers) to Racialized Teacher Activism in Education

This talk draws from my doctoral research on how East and Southeast Asian educators
engage in cross-racial solidarity and anti-racism work in education. Cross-racial
solidarity in education is important because, in the Canadian education ecosystem,
provincial governments and regional school boards are facing increasing resistance to
anti-racism and anti-oppression work.

For racialized educators in particular, barriers to race-based and diversity related
activism, are exacerbated by their identities, forcing them, at times, to feel isolated,
hopeless, and burn out when there is continuous pushback from multiple angles. Based
on my doctoral interview and focus group conversations, barriers to teacher activism
can be summarized into four categories: institutional, organizational, interpersonal, and
intrapersonal.

I discuss how understanding the ways that these barriers show up in educational
practices and policies can allow racialized educators to strategize how to subvert and
eventually dismantle these barriers.



Rudy Hawley (UNCC)
Project Harmony:
Reshaping the Musical Map for High-Poverty Communities 

Traditional secondary music education often functions as an exclusionary system,
predicated on a 'middle-class infrastructure' of private tuition and student-owned
instruments. This creates a systemic 'resource desert' in lower socioeconomic (SES)
regions, where musical potential is stifled by financial barriers long before the secondary
level begins.

This research examines Project Harmony (Charlotte, NC), an El Sistema-inspired
initiative providing free high-quality instruments and intensive ensemble instruction to
students in grades 2–5 (ages 7-11). Using a dual-theoretical framework of Bandura’s Self-
Efficacy Theory and Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory, this study investigates
how removing "cost-to-play" barriers transforms the socio-spatial dynamics of the
student’s musical identity and the broader community ecosystem, while reducing the
“opportunity gap” in music involvement in lower SES regions.

The research follows a two-stage mixed-methods design: 
Stage 1 (Qualitative): A musical identity mapping study that employs semi-structured
interviews to explore the "micro-to-macro" impact of instrument ownership and
ensemble participation. By interviewing both 3rd–5th-grade participants and their
instructors, the research maps how the student’s burgeoning self-efficacy
reorganizes the social and spatial dynamics of their daily environments. 
Stage 2 (Quantitative): A longitudinal tracking of program alumni to measure
retention and representation in secondary school music programs. 

Preliminary data mapped against the program’s logic model suggests that by providing
the physical, human, and social capital early in the educational trajectory, Project
Harmony effectively dismantles the zip-code-dependent gatekeeping found in
traditional arts education.

This presentation outlines the literature background and research design, offering a
scalable model for global teacher educators seeking to address universal barriers by
integrating social justice and sustainable equity into the music classroom.



Camilla Hegsbro (OsloMet)
Sustainability in the Norwegian Upper Secondary Education
Programme Arts, Design and Architecture 

I explore how sustainability is understood and articulated within the Norwegian upper
secondary education programme Arts, Design and Architecture. In the Brundtland
Commission’s report Our Common Future (1987), education was identified as an
important factor for sustainable development. Since then, education for sustainable
development (ESD) has established itself as a broad concept encompassing a range of
pedagogical approaches aimed at fostering the development of knowledge, values and
agency towards a more sustainable future.

In the Norwegian national curriculum, sustainable development is embedded as a trans
disciplinary theme in the overarching core curriculum and is specified in the curricula
for individual subjects, including those taught within the Arts, Design and Architecture
programme. Nevertheless, sustainability is a concept characterized by normative
tensions and limited consensus, despite widely used definitions such as that of the
Brundtland Commission. This underscores the relevance of continuous exploration of
how sustainability is understood and given meaning in pedagogical practice. Analyses of
semi-structured interviews with teachers working in the Arts, Design and Architecture
educational programme indicate that sustainability is perceived as more clearly
anchored in the design and architecture subjects than in the art subjects. This is
reflected both in the teachers’ explicit statements and in the observation that they most
often refer to teaching practices and reflections related to design when responding to
questions about sustainability.

The interview material indicates a tendency in which design and architecture are
described as more oriented towards society, while art is more often linked to the
individual. However, this distinction is not consistent across the material, and the
teachers’ statements are at times divergent. Still, this tendency opens up further
reflections on relationships between understandings of sustainability, creativity, and
disciplinary traditions.

Building on these preliminary interpretations, I invite further reflection on sustainability,
meaning making and educational practice. Although the analysis is situated in a
Norwegian upper secondary programme in Arts, Design and Architecture, the issues
addressed may be relevant in a broader educational context.



Abigail David (Azim Premji University) & Erik John Byker (UNCC)
Mapping Childhood Geographies through Children's Theatre in India

Our presentation examines children’s theatre in Bengaluru, India, as a pedagogical and
community-based practice shaping the geographies of childhood. Drawing on
autoethnographic research, it shows how theatre fosters imagination, empathy, and
socio-emotional development while enabling children to co-create meaning, build
resilience, and actively engage with their social and educational environments.

Madeline Grimes (UNCC)
This is my body, given for you: A conceptual presentation exploring lessons of body autonomy in
the Evangelical church, and implications for schools

Church and spiritual homes can be places where we instill moral values and teach
children to be empathetic, generous, and compassionate members of society. However,
they may also be spaces that reinforce ideals of compliance and adherence to power.

The Evangelical church, which makes up the largest religious subgroup in the U.S., has a
categorical focus on conversion, missionary work, biblical authority, and emphasis on
Jesus’s atonement (Miller et al., 2022).

As such, much of the Evangelical church’s messaging includes the idea of surrender to
God and surrender to God’s authority (which may manifest in church and institutional
authority). In doing so, the Evangelical church has sent implicit and explicit messages
about bodily autonomy (or lack thereof). These messages may include those of female
submission and purity, and the inherent sinfulness of bodily desires, among others. That
is to say, through their church communities, children may learn to distrust their bodies'
needs and to hand over authority to those in positions of power. This conceptual
presentation seeks to examine the lessons surrounding bodily autonomy taught (or not
taught) in the Evangelical church and to draw connections to how these lessons may
connect to or reinforce the power dynamics and bodily compliance expected of children
in schools.

Additionally, this conceptual presentation aims to provide recommendations for how to
create healthy relationships between adults and children when it comes to bodily
respect and autonomy. 



Santoshi Halder (CU)
Social Enablement and Participatory Development of Marginalized Community In the context of
Media and Information Literacy

This qualitative study examines the physical and mental well-being of children aged 12-14
years residing in an urban marginalised community in Kolkata, India. Drawing from first-
person accounts collected from 30 participants in a school run by a non-governmental
organisation, the study focuses on four intersecting dimensions – domestic violence and
bullying, hygiene and menstrual health, gender identity and sex education, and
substance abuse.

Grounded in social learning theory (Bandura, 1977), Bourdieu’s habitus and symbolic
violence (1977, 1991), and Sen’s idea of development as freedom (1999), the findings reveal
a chasm between school-acquired knowledge and the lived reality through everyday
experiences. Children demonstrate significant cognitive awareness of harmful
behaviours – yet remain structurally constrained from translating this awareness into
sustained behavioural change due to entrenched patriarchal norms, inadequate
sanitation environments, culturally embedded menstrual stigma, and fragmented sex
education.

The study further identifies persistent gender disparities in emotional expression,
coping strategies, and access to protective resources. Theoretically, the study argues
that the well-being of marginalised children cannot be adequately addressed through
awareness-based educational interventions alone; rather, it necessitates holistic,
intersectional approaches that account for structural inequalities and socio-cultural
determinants of health.

Practical recommendations include the integration of socio-emotional learning (SEL)
programmes, community-based engagement initiatives, and policy reforms targeting
environmental sanitation and gender-inclusive curricula. The study contributes original
qualitative evidence to the growing international literature on child well-being in low-
income urban settings in the Global South.
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	Thursday, 14.05 Excursion day (optional, self-financed)
	We propose an optional day trip to Colțești, Rimetea (Alba County), a beautiful area known for its traditional architecture and scenic landscapes. The plan includes a light hiking experience and a local hungarian-style lunch.
	The destination is located approximately 1.5–2 hours by car from Cluj-Napoca. Participation will be organized based on interest: a sign-up form will be shared in advance, and a separate group will be created for those who register. Further details (costs, transport, schedule, coordination) will be arranged internally depending on the number of participants.

	Meals & Recommendations
	For lunch, given the relatively short break (1–1.5 hours), we recommend Café del Mars, as it is the closest and most convenient option. The team there will provide menu choices in advance, allowing participants to pre-order meals, which will be served upon arrival, helping us make the most of the limited time.
	For dinner, we also recommend Café del Mars, where a variety of pre-set menus (including vegetarian options) will be available. This offers a comfortable and reliable option, while still allowing participants to order à la carte, as time is more flexible in the evening.
	Additionally, Café del Mars is a local business, and we are happy to support places that contribute positively to the community.
	For those who would like to explore other options, we recommend the following nearby restaurants:
	Restaurant Maimuța Plângătoare – modern Romanian & international fusion cuisine (approx. 60–120 RON / 12–25 EUR / 13–27 USD per person) - location
	Restaurant Roata – traditional Romanian cuisine, authentic local atmosphere (approx. 50–100 RON / 10–20 EUR / 11–22 USD per person) - location
	Marty (Piața Muzeului) – international cuisine, casual dining (approx. 50–90 RON / 10–18 EUR / 11–20 USD per person) - location

	Presentations Abstracts
	To address this gap, the study introduces a Critical and Relevant Community Resilience-Oriented Practice Systems (CR-CROPs)-informed intervention that integrates cognitive-behavioral strategies, community-based care, and reflective, healing-centered practices with embodied wellness approaches, including physical movement and somatic regulation. Implemented across a 9-week structure, with a 9-week post-intervention follow-up period, the intervention is designed to support educators’ emotional regulation, physical well-being, and professional sustainability.
	Using a mixed-methods, longitudinal design, the study combines quantitative measures of burnout with qualitative data from focus groups, semi-structured interviews, and weekly reflections to examine changes in educator well-being, instructional practice, and retention intentions. This work contributes to emerging scholarship on educator wellness by positioning culturally grounded, collective, and embodied care models as critical to both educator retention and equity in urban education, and offers a foundation for scalable, justice-oriented intervention frameworks.
	Bibbi Omtveit (OsloMet) The Gap Between Legal Requirements and Practice: Class Size and Pupil-Teacher Ratio in Art and Crafts in Norwegian Compulsory Education
	This PhD project examines how class size and pupil-teacher ratio shape teaching in Art and crafts in Norwegian primary and lower secondary school. The subject combines creative processes with hands-on work involving materials and tools, placing demands on the organisation of teaching. The study draws on a mixed-methods approach consisting of a document analysis, a survey completed by 910 teachers, and interviews with 14 teachers.
	The analysis identifies a shift from nationally prescribed, numerical regulations of class size to a discretionary legal requirement stating that teaching must be “safe and educationally appropriate”. The findings show that class size shapes teachers’ planning and instructional choices: large classes constrain the use of materials, tools, and specialised workshop spaces, and reduce opportunities for exploratory and problem-based learning. These constraints are linked to safety considerations, classroom management, and limited time for individual guidance.
	The study further identifies a clear gap between teachers’ professional judgements and the actual organisation of teaching. Teachers consider 10–15 pupils to be an appropriate class size for the subject, yet often teach larger groups. This gap is managed through adaptations that reshape both the content and the form of the subject.
	The study argues that open and discretionary forms of governance, lacking explicit quality criteria, shift responsibility for educational adequacy to the teacher level. In doing so, structural constraints related to class size remain unarticulated within the governance system, despite their significant impact on teaching practice. This has important implications for both the subject as experienced by pupils and teachers’ professional autonomy.
	Anastasia Proctor (UNCC) Auditing the Ecology of Teaching
	This longitudinal study uses Bronfenbrenner’s Bioecological Model to examine teacher self-efficacy within volatile chronopolitical contexts. Findings reveal that mastery is structurally mediated by policy mandates , while relational affection serves as a vital efficacy floor against burnout. By analyzing these proximal processes, the research offers a framework for institutional audits , demonstrating that global teacher resilience depends on protecting the ecological interactions from systemic stressors.
	Kofinti Hilarius (YU) Resistance to the Implementation of Comprehensive Sexuality Education in Ghana
	In this talk I will highlight how language is manipulated to resist education policies. Using a few language policy examples – I will show first the interconnections of language policy advertisement to policy success (or failure). I then show how the success of policy to its realization/enactment is often linked to public and media framing; that is, I discuss how “bad” presentation of a good policy, can lead to public resistance and failure to pass, and implement it.
	My talk is based on analysis of a dataset of 120 articles comprising news reports, op-ed pieces, and editorials to explore the discursive strategies employed in the Ghanaian media to resist the implementation of comprehensive sexuality education (CSE). I combine insights from critical policy analysis and critical discourse analysis to shed light on how, through the media, individuals and groups other than curriculum experts influence educational policies. I contend that resistance to CSE stemmed from the discrepancy between the perceived values espoused by CSE and Ghanaian traditional heteronormativity.
	Resistance strategies utilized included sensational headlining, framing CSE as a covert means to expose or acclimate students to LGBTQI+ lifestyles, framing CSE as a threat to Ghanaian values, framing CSE as a foreign imposition, and threatening regime change.
	Sonia Lewis (YU) Measures of Success: The inconsistency between institutional frameworks and Black female definitions of success
	This talk will explore the inconsistency between institutional definitions of success and the ways that Black female students conceptualize and pursue success in academic spaces. I discuss how institutional definitions of “success” are often grounded in standardized metrics, normative expectations and dominant cultural values that fail to reflect and/or incorporate the lived experiences, realities, aspirations, and self‑defined measures of success embraced by Black female students.
	I present the tensions between imposed institutional standards and self-determined success, revealing how institutional structures can obscure or undermine the forms of brilliance that Black female students are capable of cultivating within positive academic environments. I argue for a reimagining current metrics of success in favour of student-defined meanings of success that acknowledge the complexity of Black female academic experiences.
	Monica Tang (YU) Conversation Title: Barriers (and enhancers) to Racialized Teacher Activism in Education
	This talk draws from my doctoral research on how East and Southeast Asian educators engage in cross-racial solidarity and anti-racism work in education. Cross-racial solidarity in education is important because, in the Canadian education ecosystem, provincial governments and regional school boards are facing increasing resistance to anti-racism and anti-oppression work.
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